230                     NATURAL  KELIGION

philosophy of human nature, that method,,
though true as far as it went, was so far from
being the sole road to truth, that it was the road
to truth only of the least vital kind. Man had
other methods of knowing, by which this was
to be checked and supplemented. He had a
moral sense, he had a spiritual sense, he had faith,
he had a revelation. It was through these that
he apprehended his nature, his destiny, and his
duty; and the lower faculties employed by
positive science only helped him to a true con-
ception of things when employed together with
those higher ones, and regarded as subordinate to
them. Now the Natural Christians, though not
disavowing the latter, reversed the position in
which the orthodox school placed them. They
made science the interpreter of the truths appre-
hended by faith, not faith the interpreter of the
truths apprehended by science. This, to the
orthodox thinkers and the non-theistic thinkers
alike, seemed to be practically rejecting faith
altogether ; and the chief doctrines of Natural
Christianity seemed thus to have no ground to
stand upon. They seemed, indeed, to both these
schools, to be simply survivals of a system which
the Natural Christian had abandoned, and which